
CritiCAl literACy: 
reAdIng beneAth, behInd And beyond the text #2
 
strategIes

•  Pose questions, and teach students to pose questions, that “disrupt” common understandings, question the text’s 

authority, and second-guess meaning, e.g., What assumptions are made by the author about the reader?

• Examine the text from multiple viewpoints, including those not represented.

• Compare/contrast texts, applying questions such as those on Critical Literacy Card #3.

• Juxtapose predictions about text against discoveries made during reading.

• Compare/contrast traditional and non-traditional versions of familiar stories.

• Create alternative texts, e.g., fractured fairy tales, by switching genders, settings.

• Focus on socio-political issues of power and relationships among people.

•  Use a variety of patterned partner readings, e.g., read-pause-discuss, read-pause-make connection,  

read-pause-sketch, read-pause-summarize, read-pause-predict (McLaughlin & Allen, 2002, in McLaughlin  

& DeVoogd).

•  Engage students in writing to explore how language works, the ways various individuals and institutions use  

literacy to their own ends, the reasons behind such use (Green, p. 10).

• Use language and literacy to reflect and act on behalf of social justice. 

 

challeNges

• “There is no magic method” (Luke, 2004, in McLaughlin & DeVoogd).

•  Creating appropriate open-ended questions that problematize the text and teach students to “read against  

the grain.”

•  Facilitating “fearless speaking and listening” among students about the issues raised by these questions  

(Lucy West, National Council of Supervisors of Mathematics Conference, April 2008).
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